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    ROGUE  SPORTLIGHT 
  

Volume 61 - Issue No. 2 - Our 68TH Year  - February 2026 
 

Rogue Valley Old Timer Car Club, Inc. is dedicated to the restoration, preservation 
and enjoyment of vehicles that are 30 years old or older. 

IN THIS ISSUE	 
2026 Officers, Directors & Committees………P1 
From the Editor, Meeting recap....................P2, 3 
President’s Message:....................................P3-4 

 

MEETING on MARCH 1ST – 1:30 PM  
Location:	Odd	Fellows	Lodge,	1130	Hazel	Street,	Central	Point	OR	

	

2026 RVOTCC OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS   
Officers			 	 	 	 	 	 	 Directors 	
President		 Joe	Dworkin	 2025-2027				Calvin	Pfaff	
Vice	President		 Herb	Fariss	 2025-2027				Burl	Fennell	
Secretary		 Penney	Reed	 2024-2026				Sonny	Leffler		
Treasurer		 Penney	Reed	 2024-2026				Keith	Millette	
Sergeant-at-Arms					Phyllis	Pfaff				

													2026	Committee	Chairs	 	 	
Historian	 Burl	Fennell		 Social	 Coy	Reed	
Meetings	 Donna	Fennell		 Sportlight	Editor	 Joe	Dworkin	
Membership	 Burl	Fennell	 Sunshine	 Kendra	Louks	
Mercy	Flights	 Michelle	Millette	 Tours	 Kendra	Louks	

	 	 	 Keith	Millette	
Safety	 Herb	Fariss	 Wardrobe	 [Open]		
	 	 Webmaster	 John	Ruth	

 
MEETINGS The time and location of the upcoming club meeting will be published in the Rogue Sportlight for the current 
month. You may verify that info by contacting the RVOTCC Secretary or the Rogue Sportlight Editor.  



Rogue	Sportlight														 																				March		2026	 2	

 CLUB NEWSLETTER Material for publication in the Rogue Sportlight should reach the Editor by the 15th of the month.  
Email articles to joe.dworkin@yahoo.com.  Format in .txt, .rtf, .docx. “Snail Mail”? Send articles to Editor RVOTCC, 2810 
Payne Rd., Medford OR 97504-9414.  Articles of interest to the club are welcome, as are photos of member vehicles 
(Formats: .jpg, .png, or PDF please). 

From the Editor  

After	years	of	lamenting	that	members	have	not	been	sending	vignettes	about	their	“old	timer	car”,	
Larry	Harris	emailed	this	update	on	the	restoration	of	his	Saxon:	
“Hi Joe,  
 
The car had been stored outside under a tarp for at least a couple of years.  It is now in my garage where it 
will stay protected from the elements.  It looks better now that I’ve cleaned it up some, but it presently is in 
pieces so it does not present well.    
  
So far, I’ve cleaned everything and restored the leather (probably 
leatherette).  The car and seats looks much better now.  
I repacked the front ball bearings and the rear roller bearings.  The old 
grease had the consistency of clay.  The front-inner bearings are 
supposed to have 13 balls each.  Both had 14!  (Was some previous 
owner superstitious?)  On the left, they were 10 balls of the right size and 
four smaller balls presumably used as spacers.  On the right, they were 
14 balls of the right size, jammed in so tight that I don’t think that the 
wheel was turning on the balls, but rather on the races that held 
them.  I replaced all balls—both inside and outside—with new chromium steels balls.  The old ones were 
pitted.  The races were also somewhat pitted, but given the light weight of the car, it should not be an issue.   I 
had to buy far more balls than I needed so if anyone wants some new 3/8” or 7/16” balls, please let me 
know.  The rear roller bearings were in excellent condition—I 
simply cleaned them and regreased them. Getting the rear 
wheels off was very difficult because they were jammed onto 
taper spindles.  I was able to pull them off by jury-rigging a wheel 
puller that Burl found for me.  The proper tool for the job is not 
available, I could have made it, but I managed to get it done 
without.  Here is a picture showing how I did it:  

 
• I restored the steering wheel; the wood had delaminated.  I 

probably would have been better off buying a new wooden rim, but I’m 
trying to preserve as much of the original car as I can.  

• I’m in the process or restoring the emergency brake (interior drum brake).  Shoes on one side 
were completely missing (hopefully the Ford Model T shoes that I ordered will fit seamlessly or 
can be modified to fit).  The brake is actuated by a cam that spreads the shoes.  I spent a whole 
day breaking and cleaning the rust out of this mechanism; it was total frozen.  I also spent a day 
cleaning rust out of the brake lever in the cockpit.  The button that releases it was frozen, and the 
lever itself was largely stuck.  The service brake (rear wheels only) tighten straps around the 
same drums.  I may put a new linings on them; the ones I have probably have asbestos in them.  

• I cleaned and rebuilt the carburetor.  The cork float looks to be in good condition, but I understand 
the 10% ethanol in our normal gasoline will eat it up.  Someone told me I can get 100% gasoline 
at one of the stations at the I-5 ramps at the southern end of Ashland.” 

mailto:joe.dworkin@yahoo.com
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Editor:	Thank	you,	Larry.	From	the	photos	I	can	tell	there’s	lots	more	to	do	but	I	think	you’ll	have	a	real	
winner	when	you’ve	completed	the	work.	BTW,	the	Chevron	station	at	the	Talent	exit	sells	100%	gas,	
too.	
 
Legacy Membership		A	Legacy	Membership	application	form	is	available	upon	request	from	Membership	
Chair	Burl	Fennell.	Those	interested	in	changing	their	member	classification	should	fill	out	the	form	and	
bring	it	to	a	meeting	for	review.	Legacy	Membership	dues	are	$15/yr.	

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE LINK 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/203653956909037/	
RVOTCC	web	master	John	Ruth	has	already	posted	some	photos	of	members’	vehicles	to	the	Facebook	
page,	and	he’d	like	to	put	more	photos	of	vehicles	and	of	vehicle-related	activities	members	may	have	
participated	in	recently.		
Please	email	photos	of	your	vehicle(s)	 to	 John	(j762538@aol.com).	 Include	your	name	and	the	year,	
make,	and	model	for	each	vehicle	so	they	can	be	added	to	the	web	album	accurately.	
 
The RVOTCC WEB SITE 
The	 URL	 for	 the	 RVOTCC	 website	 is	 www.RVOTCC.org.	 It	 is	 there	 for	 our	 enjoyment	 and	 for	 the	
enjoyment	of	potential	RVOTCC	members.		John	Ruth	is	the	club	webmaster.		Go	to	the	club’s	Facebook	
page	 for	 lots	 of	 current	 information	 about	 the	many	 vehicle-related	 events	 in	 and	 around	 southern	
Oregon	or	click	on	Calendar	on	the	web	page.	

    

MINUTES of the February 1st, 2026 MEETING 	
Call	to	Order:	1:38pm.	Quorum	present.	
Barbara	Halvorsen	led	the	pledge.	President	Joe	
noted	that	during	the	month	of	December	club	
membership	 declined	 by	 two.	 He	 asked	 those	
present	to	promote	RVOTCC	when	possible	and	
keep	a	few	club	business	cards	on	hand.		
Induction	President	 Joe	 inducted	Penney	Reed	
as	 Secretary	 and	 Treasurer	 for	 calendar	 year	
2026.	
Website/Facebook	 	 	 Not	 much	 activity	 show-
wise.	 John	 Ruth	 will	 update	 sites	 as	 news	 on	
shows	is	received.	April	18th	is	the	Rod	&	Custom	
Show	at	Rogue	X.			
Minutes	of	January	4,	2025	Meeting	published	
in	 January	2026	 issue	of	The	Rogue	Sportlight:	
M/S/C	to	accept	Minutes	as	published.		
Treasurer’s	Report:	Treasurer	Reed	 reported	
the	club	is	solvent	and	2026	dues	of	$15	are	due.	
Joy	 Community	 sent	 the	 club	 a	 Thank	 You	 for	
our	donation.	

Committee	Reports	
Meetings	Donna	Fennell	was	home	taking	care	
of	 her	 health.	 Joe	 thanked	 those	 who	
contributed	goodies	for	the	refreshment	table.	
Tours	 May	 is	 when	 the	 tour	 to	
retirement/assisted	 living	 happens.	 Larry	
Harris’	 idea	of	a	 “progressive	[meal]	 tour”	was	
discussed.	 4	 hours	 is	 a	 reasonable	 estimate	 of	
elapsed	time	with	4	stops,	and	as	a	potluck.	Or	
as	a	“garage	tour”.	July	was	seen	as	good	target	
month.		
Safety	 	Herb	Fariss	read	from	a	triple-A	article	
about	vehicle	batteries	and	how	they	 lose	cold	
cranking	power	in	cold	weather.	You	may	need	
2X	 amperage	 to	 get	 cranking	 in	 really	 cold	
weather.	 New,	 batteries	 have	 an	 effective	
service	life	of	3	to	5	years.		An	older	battery	may	
not	 be	 able	 to	 crank	 when	 temps	 drop.	
Remember,	 It’s	 winter	 so	 pack	 a	 small	 shovel	
and	small	hand	saw	just	in	case.	

https://www.facebook.com/groups/203653956909037/
mailto:j762538@aol.com
http://www.rvotcc.org/
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Social	 	 Coy	Reed	asked	 attendees	 to	 report	 on	
their	amaryllis’	growth	progress.	President	 Joe	
showed	pictures	of	the	double	crimson	blooms	
his	plant	put	out,	in	time	for	the	holidays.	
Sunshine	Kendra	Louks	-	A	sympathy	card	was	
sent	to	the	Leffler	family	and	a	“Get	Well	Soon”	
card	will	go	out	to	Donna	Fennell.	
Old	Business		
Insurance	 Certificate	 President	 Joe	 said	 he	
mailed	the	updated	certificate	to	the	Lodge	.	
	
New	Business	
1. The	idea	of		improving	the	condition	of	the	

parking	lot	Larry	Harris	said	Knife	River	
may	have	“grindings”.	Maybe	let’s	gather	
more	information	and	continue	discussion	
at	a	future	meeting.	

2. “Looking	Forward”		In	addition	to	fund	
raising	several	ideas	were	mentioned:	

a. Speaker	Topics	for	Meetings,	like	
“Removing	a	rust	frozen	part”	

“Carburetion”	“Choosing	correct	
tires”	“Adjusting	Brakes”	etc.	

b. Outreach	to	Grants	Pass	HS	auto	
mechanics	class	was	mentioned.	

c. April	meeting	is	traditionally	
when	the	White	Elephant	auction	
happens.	

3. Upcoming	Meetings	
March	1st	-	Regular	meeting	1:30pm.	
April	12th	-	Regular	meeting	1:30pm	

50-50 Raffle $15.50/$15.50 split 
Adjourn		2:53pm.		
(Minutes	by	Editor)		
	
$15 dues are due. Please see that your payment gets 

to Penney Reed, RVOTCC Treasurer  

	
 

     
 President’s Message - Joe Dworkin                 	
Hemmings	Motor	News:	an	Apropos	Article	in	the	March	2026	Issue	
I’m	a	fan	of	Hemmings	Motor	News	and	a	subscriber	to	the	print	version	of	the	venerable	
publication.	I	tried	the	digital	version	a	couple	of	years	ago	and	found	it	an	unsatisfactory	
read.	There’s	just	something	soulful	about	the	feel	of	the	onion	skin-like	paper	on	which	
hundreds	of		ads	and	vehicle	descriptions	are	presented	in	each	weighty	issue,	generally	

280	 or	 so	 pages.	 Those	 follow	 columns	 related	 to	 collectible	 vehicles	 by	 knowledgeable	 writers,	
coverage	of	popular	vehicle	auctions	and	much	more.	The	columnists	are	top	rate.	In	this	issue	is	Mike	
McNessor’s	“Between	the	Lines”	column,	“Definitely	a	Keeper”	which	struck	a	chord	with	me.	Wonder	
why?	Read	on.	BTW:	A	12	issue	Hemmings	Motor	News	subscription	is	$31.95.	Issues	are	delivered	in	a	
protective	wrapper...www.hemmings.com/subscribe.	Well	worth	it.	
	

      
 
 
 

http://www.hemmings.com/subscribe
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